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Abstract 
 
If a nation is an "imagined community," what are the contours of these imaginations 
in contemporary India? Using the late Benedict Anderson's celebrated thesis (one of 
the most cited works in all of twentieth century social sciences) as the point of 
departure, this talk will meditate on the historical contours of Indian nationalism. In 
particular, the talk will focus on how the Indian nation has delivered on its egalitarian 
promise to ameliorate the gap between puraskrit (privileged) and bahishkrit (excluded) 
experiences. 
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