Unequal citizens: Language Inequality and Hindi Imposition in the Indian Union

Garga Chatterjee,
Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata

Date: 27.1.2017 & Venue: P21 @ 2.30 PM
Abstract

The talk will focus on the reality of linguistic discrimination against non-Hindi citizens
of the Indian Union. I will provide historical context to this as well as present day
examples. The relationship of this linguistic discrimination will be discussed with
reference to the ideological foundations of the "idea of India", an inherently centralizing
idea. Finally I will discuss activism strategies for the future for achieving linguistic
equality and how that has to be intrinsically tied to the politics for true federalism in the
Indian Union.
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