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Abstract:

Historically Indian peasantry was seen as a successful group that could influence
economic policy in getting the state’s resources transferred to its favour. By the logic
of structural transformation, it is assumed that industrialization weakens the farm
sector in its early phase and the sector receives its power back when industrialization
matures. Indian experience presents itself as a contrasting case - the rural sector
relatively gained power in its early phase and weakened in the later phase. The paper
documents how and why such power enjoyed by the peasantry in the 1970s and 1980s
were lost in the post-1990s. While studies that foreground the role of caste in Indian
politics don’t take into account the underlying political economy, those that take up
the latter don’t give adequate importance to caste as a significant variable in
explaining the changing realities of political economy in contemporary India. By
tracking the peasant castes’” mobilization - the Marathas of Maharashtra, the Patels of
Gujarat, the Jats of Haryana and the Kapus of Andhra and Telangana, the paper fills
that gap.
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