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Abstract: 
 
Harassment against women in public spaces is a major issue that aƯects women’s 
mobility, educational choices, and labor force participation. Despite its significance, the 
incidence of such violence is not well understood, nor is the best way to measure it. In 
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, we address this gap by comparing the extent of harassment 
using all major existing measurement methods. We conduct a randomized controlled 
trial in which students are randomly provided access to a mobile app that allows them to 
record their experiences while traveling. We compare the incidence rates reported 
through this personal and anonymous tool to those captured via high-frequency phone 
surveys and an enumerator observation exercise. We find that women experience, on 
average, one incident of harassment every two weeks and there are significant 
diƯerences in reporting across the diƯerent methods of measurement. The diƯerent 
modes of measurement shed light on the underlying drivers of underreporting. 
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