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Abstract:

Structural transformation typically features rural-urban migration; therefore, barriers to
migration impede structural transformation. We study the effect of a gender-progressive
amendment to Indian property inheritance laws on migration and occupational choice.
Husbands of treated women are more likely to migrate and work in services rather than
agriculture. Treated women are not more likely to inherit ancestral land, but may receive
higher education and dowries. Higher dowries may ease liquidity constraints, enabling
husbands to migrate. Our findings indicate that gender-progressive amendments may
have beneficial macroeconomic consequences, far beyond the original intent of the
legislators.
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