A Landmark Letter

22nd December 1990

Mrs Kalyanl Gandhi.,
EGF Co ordinator.
L«l.M., Bangalore.

e=r Mrs.GQandnil .

Mr. Valdyanathan. your student, 1s a patient of mine and I
am writing these few lines to assure you that I am certain that
he wWwill not only be able to complete the management course for
whicn he 1s enrolled and be. a tremendous example and
insplration to his classmates but will make a significant

. contribution to the development and well being of society. I

- have been impressed by the concern shown by his classmates - I

¢ hope this will continue and will help towards Mr .Vaidyanathan's
restoration.

[ am confident that you are already famlliar with his

capablilities., It 1s possible that you are also aware that
dsheel—-ghair hound people lead normal lives in the "developed”
werld. In ©ur country., however, this 13 uncomm~n and *hc
disabled orten have 1o hattle agaln many ‘essary
nandicaps n society. Nevertheless [ am certain that an
outstanding and enlightened 1nstitution like the IIM., Bangalore
Wilill take on the challéenge of being the first institulon where
such people with special needs are not only encouraged. but
ine physical environment isa modified 10 remove the architectural
parriers that would limit the mobility of a wheel-chailr bound
student. This would encourage other institutions to follow sultl
and help to nudge Indian socilety towards a more humane and
caring ruture. As far as Mr. Vaidyanathan 1s concerned., he 1is
now independent from his wheel chair. He 1s learning to walk
with calipers and c¢rutches but before he can be totally
independent with these, it will take a few more weeks, As he 15
keen to rejoin his course, 1 have agreed o discharge him in
the middle of January., 1991 . He willl need to come 10 Us during
his vacation to continue to WOork on his walking technigue,

1 look rforward to a continuing interaction with you as we
WOr K towards restoring Mr.Vaidyanathan and others like him, to
acnileve their fullest and highest potential.

Thanking Yyou.

Yours sincerely.
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Lepartment or Physical Medicine and Rehabllitation,
C.M.C. and Hospilital.,
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The 1990 letter of Dr Suranjan Bhattacharji of CMC,Vellore, makes
the case for 1IM Banglore's first physically challenged alumnus.



