
 

 

 

 

 

 

ProjeCt PreSS ReleaSeS 



August 2025: Centre for Public Policy signs a Letter of 

Understanding with ChildFund India 

 

 

 
The Centre for PubliC PoliCy at IIM Bangalore, under itS SakSham Initiative, Signed a 

Letter of UnderStanding with ChildFund India to develop foCuSed CapaCity-building 

initiativeS for StudentS and teaCherS in the SChoolS that it workS with. The programS 

diSCuSSed were 

 
1. CapaCity Building for Anganwadi Staff – Train-the-Trainer (ToT) SeSSionS to 

empower faCilitatorS in innovative, experiential teaChing methodS and the 

effeCtive uSe of Child-engaging learning materialS. 

2. Value EduCation for Primary StudentS – FaCilitate programS that inStil COre 

moral and ethiCal valueS among primary SChool Children. 

3. ComprehenSive  Sex  &  ReproduCtive  Health  EduCation  –  Deliver 

age-appropriate Sexual and reproduCtive health awareneSS SeSSionS for higher 

primary and high SChool StudentS. 

4. Career CounSelling for High SChool StudentS – Guide StudentS in exploring 

eduCational and voCational pathwayS to make informed Career ChoiCeS. 

 
The Centre for PubliC PoliCy waS repreSented by itS ChairperSOn, Prof Gopal Naik and 

ChildFund India waS repreSented by Dr Shrabanti Sen, Program DireCtor, Dr 

Manjunatha HT, Senior SpeCialiSt, Livelihood, Aman Kumar Singh, Senior Manager, 

Program and PartnerShip, and MS Shaini JaCOb, Expert, Program & PartnerShip. 



July 2025: Renovation of the Government High School, Marsur, 
Anekal 

 

 

 
The Government High SChool in MarSur GP, Set up in 1991, haS 185 StudentS enrolled 

in GradeS 8 to 10. DeSpite MarSur being notified aS a model panChayat for the Taluka, 

the SChool waS in a dilapidated COndition. 

The wallS in the building had developed Significant CraCkS making it unSafe for the 

StudentS and Staff, the roof had water leakage iSSueS, there waS no kitChen making it 

difficult to Store and Serve food reCeived under the mid-day meal program from the 

AkShaya Patra Foundation, the waShroom doorS and windowS were badly damaged, 

the furniture waS unuSable and all StudentS attended the ClaSSeS Sitting on the floor. 

There waS alSO a Stagnant open drain juSt outSide the SChool, making it extremely 

unSafe. TheSe infraStruCture iSSueS had alSO gained Significant media attention. 

Through the Saksham initiative, IIM Bangalore, with finanCial Support of ₹ 13L from 

IMI ProCeSS Automation, under their CSR initiative and Hoovinahole Foundation aS 

the implementation partner, worked on rejuvenating the SChool.. The entire SChool 

waS painted, damaged windowS were replaCed, a Separate kitChen room waS 

COnStruCted, and rooftop waterproofing waS done. We’ve repaired the damaged 

COmpound wallS, repainted them, and added terraCOtta deSignS to improve the overall 

look of the SChool. A new gate haS been inStalled, and the SChool Signage haS alSO been 

updated. The waShroomS are repaired with new doorS and windowS, and unuSable 

furniture waS replaCed with 30 new pieCeS Of deSkS and benCheS. The Sewage SyStem 

outSide the SChool waS alSO refurbiShed to make the SurroundingS Safer and more 

hygieniC. 



The SChool and the Community organiSed a feliCitation Ceremony for the donorS, 

development partnerS and knowledge partnerS, whiCh waS attended by the 

Honourable Member of LegiSlative ASSembly for Anekal, Shri B Shivanna, the BloCk 

EduCation Officer for Anekal, Shri VenkateSh N, Gram PanChayat MemberS and other 

well-wiSherS, parentS and COmmunity memberS. 

 
 

 
Project Coordinator - Anukirthana G, Centre for Public Policy, IIM Bangalore 



July 2025: Renovation of the Government Higher Primary School, 
Hosanagara, Belur 
 

 

 
Under SakSham, the SChool Development InitiativeS Of IIM Bangalore, two new bloCkS 

- Anekal and Belur, in addition to the bloCkS Of Tiptur and Madhugir, adopted aS part 

of the Unnat Bharat Abhiyan, are areaS Of foCuS for the Centre. 

 
In reSponSe to the requeSt by the BloCk EduCation Officer who highlighted the 

unuSable COnditionS Of the SChool ClaSSroomS Owing to Severe Seepage of rainwater in 

the GHPS at HoSanagara, Site viSitS were organiSed by the Field Team of UBA, inviting 

Development PartnerS - Hoovinahole Foundation and Twin GlaCier Foundation to aSSeSS 

and COmment on the renovationS needed. 

 
With philanthropiC input from AvakaaSha Foundation, a Sum of ₹5.2 lakh waS 

outlayed for repairS and work waS Carried out by loCal COntraCtorS SuggeSted by the 

Gram PanChayat. 

 
For the firSt building that houSed the ClaSSroomS, the old tiled roof and wooden joiStS 

were removed and replaCed with metal SheetS and angleS. Both exterior and interior 

painting were COmpleted, and new flooring waS inStalled to replaCe the Cemented 

SurfaCe. 

 
For the SeCOnd, Sheet roofing waS added atop the RCC building to prevent further 

water Seepage. ThiS alSO Created additional uSable SpaCe for ClaSSeS Or out-of-ClaSS 

aCtivitieS. An external metal StairCaSe waS alSO provided for aCCeSS. 



ThiS initiative haS reStored learning SpaCeS and improved SChool infraStruCture, 

enSuring a better and Safer environment for StudentS and teaCherS. 

 
Project Coordinator - Amshrutha Rudresh, Centre for Public Policy, IIM Bangalore 



June 2025: Green Student and Society Initiative - A project under 
the Saksham Initiative of the Centre for Public Policy, IIM 
Bangalore 
 

 

 
In the firSt week of June, under the Green Student and SoCiety Initiative, the Centre 

for PubliC PoliCy at IIM Bangalore, in aSSOCiation with the Environmental 

Management and PoliCy ReSearCh InStitute (EMPRI), Government of Karnataka, 

COnduCted a unique experiential learning program for the SChoolS adopted under the 

Unnat Bharat Abhiyan. 

 
The Student memberS Of the ECO-ClubS were engaged in aCtivitieS SuCh aS eSSay 

writing, poSter making, and tree guard making prior to the event impreSSed upon 

them the importanCe of environmental proteCtion and COnServation. The StudentS 

were enCOuraged to hold diSCuSSionS with their peerS, teaCherS, parentS, and 

COmmunity memberS to identify the moSt Suitable areaS to plant fruit-bearing and 

Shade-giving treeS in and around the COmmunity and the SChool. The plantation drive 

took plaCe at 10 SChoolS, where the StudentS alSO had a SeSSion and a Q&A with 

ConServationiStS and officialS from the ForeSt Department. 



SaplingS SuCh aS wild indian gooSeberry, wild almond, mulberry, neem, hongamia, 

roSe apple, and Java plum that grow faSt, provide good Shade, and give nutritiouS 

fruitS. The StudentS pledged to take Care of the plantS year-round aS part of their ECO 

Club ACtivitieS. 

 
A total of 1000 StudentS aCroSS the 10 SChoolS took part in planting 80 SaplingS in all the 

SChoolS. They were alSO joined by teaCherS, parentS, SDMC MemberS, Gram PanChayat 

MemberS, OfficialS from the ForeSt Department and otherS from the COmmunity. 

 
ThiS program waS a teStament to enaCting SOCial Change through COmmunity aCtion 

and partiCipation that SakSham haS COmmitted itSelf to doing through SChoolS in 

Rural Karnataka. 

 
Project Coordinators - Amshrutha Rudresh, Anukirthana G, Darshan M S, Navaneeth 

Ganesh, Ranjith Kumar, Centre for Public Policy, IIM Bangalore 



April 2025: Empowering Early Childhood Care and Education - A 
project under the Saksham Initiative of the Centre for Public 
Policy, IIM Bangalore 
 

 
In moSt of India'S rural and Semi-urban landSCapeS, AnganawadiS, whiCh literally 

tranSlate to Courtyard ShelterS, Can be Seen. EStabliShed aS part of the Integrated 

Child Development ServiCeS (ICDS) program in 1975, theSe CentreS funCtion aS CruCial 

hubS for early Childhood Care for Children and motherS, offering ServiCeS like 

Supplementary nutrition, immuniSation, health CheCk-upS, Support for pregnant and 

laCtating women, and non-formal preSChool eduCation to Children under the age of 

Six. 

 
In the gram panChayatS that IIM Bangalore workS with under the Unnat Bharat 

Abhiyan, a needS aSSeSSment Survey waS COnduCted by the UBA Field Staff in all the 

44 AnganawadiS. By November 2024, information on Staff, number of StudentS, 

drinking water Supply, toilet faCilitieS, COndition of the building, bookS, bagS and 

other teaChing-learning materialS, play materialS, and eSSential kitChenware waS 

COlleCted from the D V Halli, Chinnakavajra, HunaSeghatta, DaSarighatta, and 

Nonavinakere BloCkS. 

 
The intervention targeted for thiS iS 3-fold. The Centre for PubliC PoliCy 

COmmuniCateS with the Gram PanChayat, Zilla PanChayat and other line DepartmentS 

COnCerned with thiS to nudge them to take development aCtion. Capital-intenSive 

work SuCh aS building COnStruCtion, repair and renovation, Setting up of toiletS and 

drinking water faCilitieS generally COmeS under thiS. The Centre alSO mobiliSeS fundS 

through philanthropy and identifieS development partnerS to deliver SOft 

infraStruCture SuCh aS almirahS, eduCation kitS, kitChen needS and otherS. Thirdly, the 

Centre identifieS OrganiSationS that deliver quality CapaCity-building programS for 

Anganawadi Staff to better Serve the COmmunity. 

 
The Centre haS begun itS work by donating 10 almirahS to variouS AnganwadiS in 

Tiptur. TheSe will be uSed to Store the toyS, materialS, and other itemS Safely and 



prevent their theft. The Centre iS now working on identifying partnerS for CapaCity 

building and aSSembling an eduCational toolkit for Children at the foundational Stage 

of learning to be donated to the AnganwadiS. 

 
Project Coordinators - Amshrutha Rudresh, Darshan M S, Navaneeth Ganesh, Ranjith 

Kumar, Centre for Public Policy, IIM Bangalore 



April 2025: Inauguration of Rural Computer Centre in Indlawadi 
Panchayat of Anekal Block in Bengaluru 
 

 

 
Digital SkillS are inCreaSingly vital in everyday life. They enable individualS to aCCeSS 

information, avail government ServiCeS, COnneCt with otherS, and make informed 

deCiSionS. For Small buSineSSeS and loCal entrepreneurS, digital literaCy Can be 

tranSformative, helping improve efficienCy, expand marketS, and adopt innovationS 

SuCh aS digital paymentS and online promotion. 

 
AS part of the Rural Development InitiativeS Of the Centre for PubliC PoliCy, IIM 

Bangalore, a Rural Computer Centre waS eStabliShed and inaugurated at the 

Parivarthana Campus in Indlawadi PanChayat, Anekal Taluk in April 2025. ThiS Centre, 

eStabliShed through a COllaboration between the Centre for PubliC PoliCy at IIM 

Bangalore, ERIN Foundation, and with finanCial Support from Volvo ConStruCtion 

Equipment, will offer free baSiC COmputer training to the nearby Government SChool 

Children and MemberS Of Self-Help GroupS (SHGS) from nearby villageS. 



ThiS initiative aimS to bring teChnology within the reaCh of rural COmmunitieS, 

enSuring Children and women are equipped to SuCCeed in eduCation and employment 

in a rapidly digitiSing world. 

 
The inauguration waS done by Prof Gopal Naik, ChairperSOn of the Centre for PubliC 

PoliCy at IIMB, Mr Sai PrakaSh, Head of Erin Foundation, and Mr Dimitrov KriShnan, 

Managing DireCtor of Volvo ConStruCtion Equipment. 

 
By bridging the digital gap, the Rural Computer Centre empowerS rural youth and 

women not only to aCCeSS new eCOnomiC and eduCational opportunitieS but alSO to 

COnfidently navigate the future. 

 
Project Coordinator - Anukirthana G, Centre for Public Policy, IIM Bangalore 



March 2025: Saksham: School Development Initiatives 
Stakeholders’ Meet 
 

 

 
The Centre for Public Policy (CPP) at IIM Bangalore haS marked a pivotal Step in rural 

eduCation reform with the launCh of SakSham, the SChool development initiativeS 

StakeholderS’ meet, held on 15 February 2025. The event, whiCh Served aS a 

COllaborative platform to align SChoolS with implementation partnerS and funding 

opportunitieS, COnvened eduCatorS, poliCymakerS, and CSR leaderS to deCipher 

SyStemiC ChallengeS that deter high-impaCt interventionS in government SChoolS. 

Inaugurated by PrakaSh Koliwad, MLA, Ranebennur; Dr. Rajeev Gowda, Former MP, 

Rajya Sabha & ViCe-Chairman, Karnataka Planning CommiSSion; and Prof. Gopal Naik, 

ChairperSOn, CPP, the diSCuSSion brought to light the CritiCal role of teaCher training 

in enabling government SChool StudentS to COmpete with their private SChool 

COunterpartS. 

MLA Koliwad Called for aCtion on the “4 E’S” of eduCation: ExpanSion, Equity, 

ExCellenCe and Employability. He urged the need for trained teaCherS and dediCated 

reading SpaCeS, SuggeSting that every SChool alloCate a room for a library to enhanCe 

learning outCOmeS. 

Dr. Rajeev Gowda highlighted SakSham’S foCuS On long-term behavioural Change, 

with a Strong puSh for environmental eduCation. ReviSiting hiS reSearCh on Climate 

Change awareneSS publiShed in ‘97, he reaffirmed the integration of SuStainability and 

pollution awareneSS into SChool CurriCula. 

https://www.iimb.ac.in/centres-of-excellence/cpp
https://www.iimb.ac.in/centres-of-excellence/centre_for_public_policy/senior-fellow
https://www.iimb.ac.in/centres-of-excellence/centre_for_public_policy/senior-fellow


The firSt panel diSCuSSion on ‘ChallengeS Of Quality EduCation in Rural SChoolS and 

the Need for External ASSiStanCe’, COnvened by SureSh G M, Member, SDMC; SureSha S R, 

HeadmaSter, KPS Nonavinakere; and Prof. Gopal Naik aS the moderator. 

The next panel titled, ‘How do we provide COSt-effeCtive Support to rural SChoolS?’, 

brought together Gopinath KN, ExeCutive DireCtor-Dhwani Foundation; Madhvarao 

Kamath, Manager, OSAAT; Nandi J Hoovinahole, Founder, Hoovinahole Foundation; 

Brinda Poornapragna, CEO, eVidyaloka and IIMB faCulty Prof. Manaswini Bhalla, 

ECOnomiCS area. 

The final SeSSion of the event on ‘The neCeSSary COnditionS for CSR and Philanthropy 

in rural SChool development’, featured Geeta KriShnamurthy, HanaSOge Charitable 

TruSt; Shreepad Kuthyar, AvakaaSha Foundation; Praveen Gupta, Moneyboxx FinanCe 

Ltd; and IIMB faCulty Prof. Haritha Saranga, ChairperSOn, SuStainability TaSkforCe, 

ProduCtion & OperationS Management area. 

IIMB alSO introduCed a digital platform deSigned to bridge gapS between SChoolS, 

funderS, and implementation partnerS. The initiative SeekS to CentraliSe SChool 

ChallengeS, COnneCt them with Credible partnerS, and Streamline funding through 

CSR, COmmunity-driven aCtion and philanthropiC ChannelS. 

https://www.iimb.ac.in/user/58/manaswini-bhalla#%3A~%3Atext%3DSummary%2Ctheoretic%20tools%20in%20her%20research
https://www.iimb.ac.in/user/136/haritha-saranga


February 2025: Field Visit by PGPPM Students to Anekal 

 

 

 
AS part of the experiential learning COmponent of the PoSt Graduate Programme in 

PubliC PoliCy and Management (PGPPM), a field viSit waS OrganiSed by the UBA Field 

Team Centre for PubliC PoliCy (CPP), IIM Bangalore. ThiS initiative, SuperviSed by 

ProfeSSOr Gopal Naik (ChairperSOn, CPP) and ProfeSSOr Arnab Mukherjee 

(ChairperSOn, PGPPM), aimed to provide the PGPPM 2024–25 batCh with direCt 

expoSure to rural eduCation SyStemS. 

 
An Orientation into the EduCation SyStem in India waS provided by Prof Gopal Naik, 

highlighting the PoliCy, PraCtiCe and PoSSibilitieS for Rural SChool EduCation in India. 

ThiS waS followed by a viSit to the Government Primary and High SChoolS and the 

Anganawadi Centre in Anekal. 

 
The group interaCted with headmaSterS, teaCherS, and StudentS, engaging in 

diSCuSSionS that highlighted key aSpeCtS SuCh aS infraStruCture, teaChing quality, 

learning environmentS, mid-day meal SChemeS, and Student performanCe. Through 

theSe interaCtionS, StudentS COuld obServe both the StrengthS and exiSting ChallengeS 

within rural SChoolS. 

 
The afternoon SeSSion waS held at IIMB’S Jigani CampuS, where partiCipantS held one-

on-one diSCuSSionS with Mr VenkateSh, BloCk EduCation Officer (BEO) and MS 



Kavitha, Child Development ProjeCt Officer (CDPO) of Anekal, diSCuSSing ChallengeS 

at the graSSrootS. 

 
TheSe interaCtionS Offered inSightS into poliCy implementation and adminiStrative 

hurdleS faCed at ground level in both SChoolS and early Childhood CentreS and 

COntributed greatly to SenSitiSing poliCy praCtitionerS to the realitieS and nuanCeS Of 

rural eduCation. It reinforCed the need for COntext-driven approaCheS in publiC poliCy 

deSign and highlighted the importanCe of praCtiCal underStanding for effeCtive 

governanCe and development. 

 
Project Coordinator - Anukirthana G, Navaneeth Ganesh, Centre for Public Policy, IIM 

Bangalore 



February 2025: Construction of New Girls Toilet Block for 

KPS Nonavinakere (High School Section) 

 

 

 
A good SChool infraStruCture with enough SpaCe and proper faCilitieS motivateS the 

Children to COme to SChool, whiCh leadS to leSS abSenteeiSm and more Student 

development. The infraStruCture of a SChool Should foCuS On Child-friendly ambienCe 

aS well aS value-baSed learning. 

 

 
Schematic of the Toilet Block constructed at Nonavinakere at a cost of ₹ 4L 

 

The Karnataka PubliC SChool at Nonavinakere (High SChool SeCtion) had a dearth of 

Sufficient toilet bloCkS for girlS. The exiSting infraStruCture waS inSufficient and of 

poor COnStruCtion. Given the inCreaSing enrolment, there waS a dire need for the 

Same. With the Support of the IIMB Alumni (BatCh of 1998) the Centre, faCilitated the 

COnStruCtion of a new girlS toilet bloCk at an outlay COSt of ₹ 4L with Hoovinahole 

Foundation aS the development partner. 



The projeCt will help the 270 adoleSCent girl StudentS, a majority in the 336 Strong 

SChool aCCeSS Safe and hygieniC faCilitieS reduCing abSenteeiSm and inCreaSing the 

holiStiC learning outCOmeS in the SChool. 



January 2025: Digital Classroom Program at GHPS Belur 

 

 
Under the SakSham ProjeCt, the Centre for PubliC PoliCy Set up a Digital ClaSSroom in 

partnerShip with eVidyaloka aS the implementation partner. ThiS projeCt waS funded 

with the generouS COntribution of IIM Bangalore Alumni (BatCh of 1998). The 

program planS to deliver 43 SeSSionS led by Volunteer teaCherS engaged by eVidyaloka, 

delivering SeSSionS in EngliSh, MathematiCS, and SCienCe (bilingually or in Kannada) 

 
The program will deliver 1686 learning hourS to 131 StudentS, running quarterly. The 

inauguration on 23 January 2025 featured a ribbon-Cutting by Prof. Gopal Naik (IIM 

Bangalore), a live SeSSion demo by volunteer teaCher ArChana, and feliCitationS for the 

CRP (Government), Brinda (CEO, eVidyaloka), Sri PraSanna (SDMC PreSident),and 

Smt. B. R. Parvathi (Head MiStreSS), and Sri H. S. Natraj (HCT PreSident), with alumni 

alSO in attendanCe. 



May 2024: Augmenting School Infrastructure through 

Sustainable Upcycling of Plastic Waste 

 

 

 
IIM Bangalore’S COmmitment to SOCial reSponSibility iS demonStrated through 

targeted initiativeS that interSeCt eduCation, SuStainability, and COmmunity 

upliftment. TheSe programS go beyond aCademiC OutreaCh, aCtively integrating 

environmental and SOCial equity into tangible outCOmeS for underServed 

COmmunitieS aCroSS Karnataka. 

 
A total of 273 pieCeS Of furniture - inCluding 88 eCO-friendly benCheS, 50 COmputer 

tableS, 93 Study deSkS, 100 ChairS, and otherS have been donated aCroSS 40 SChoolS in 

Tiptur and Madhugiri to augment their exiSting infraStruCture. TheSe have been 

made from PoSt-COnSumer multi-layer plaStiC waSte (MLP) proCeSSed into durable 

furniture uSing proprietary upCyCling teChnology and proCured from SaahaS - Zero 

WaSte, an SuStainability foCuSSed NGO SpeCialiSing in waSte reCyCling and upCyCling. 

ThiS iS alSO part of the SuStainability InitiativeS Of IIMB and haS been featured in 

Responsible Roots, Sustainable Progress, the IIMB SuStainability Report 2025. 

 
Through thiS initiative, a total of 3,200 kg of plaStiC haS been diverted from landfillS, 

23.2 tonS Of CO₂ emiSSionS have been avoided, 240,079 MJ of energy Saved, 87.47 m³ of 

water COnServed, 20+ livelihoodS Supported through produCtion and logiStiCS. 

 
ThiS initiative exemplifieS IIMB’S ability to embed SuStainability within SOCial 

outreaCh, reduCing deforeStation and plaStiC pollution while enhanCing publiC 

eduCation infraStruCture. 

https://www.iimb.ac.in/sites/default/files/inline-files/iimb-sustainability-report-2025.pdf


School Kitchen Garden - Collective Action for Holistic 
Development in Schools 

 

 

 

 
A joint report by the Central and State GovernmentS highlighted Significant 

nutritional deficienCieS in the mid-day mealS provided at SChoolS. The Centre 

COnduCted itS Own analySiS during the baSeline Survey of the Unnat Bharat Abhiyan in 

mid-2022, baSed on the ICMR reCOmmendationS, and COnfirmed that the 

StandardiSed menu laCkS Several eSSential nutrientS, whiCh Can adverSely impaCt the 

mental and phySiCal development of Children. 

 
To addreSS theSe gapS, a nutrition garden initiative waS launChed in partnerShip with 

the Indian InStitute of HortiCulture ReSearCh (IIHR), HeSaraghatta. By Supplementing 

the mid-day meal with freShly grown vegetableS from theSe gardenS, improved 



nutritional COntent and inCreaSed SatiSfaCtion among both teaCherS and StudentS 

were obServed. 

 
In April 2023, the Centre, through NavSahyog Foundation, COnduCted training on 

Setting up and taking Care of the SChool Nutrition Garden for the StudentS and the 

CoordinatorS at the SChoolS in Tiptur and Madhugiri. 

 
A total of nine nutrition gardenS have been eStabliShed—three in Tiptur taluk and Six 

in Madhugiri taluk SChoolS—growing vegetableS SuCh aS beanS, radiSh, brinjal, 

greenS, tomatoeS, and Chilli. AkShayakalpa, a dairy COmpany with itS plant in Tiptur, 

haS Supported the Nonavinakere SChool’S garden with manure and teChniCal 

expertiSe. NavSahyog Foundation SupportS the effortS to develop nutrition gardenS 

and engage the StudentS in SportS and aCtivitieS to build Strong life SkillS programS in 

20 villageS in Tiptur. 

 
ThiS aCtivity haS been SCaled up to 15 SChoolS in both bloCkS aS Of July 2025, with 

more SChoolS intereSted in adopting the model. ThiS model demonStrateS that 

aCtivity-baSed learning through SChool nutrition gardenS Can effeCtively addreSS 

deficienCieS in the mid-day meal SCheme, build life SkillS in young StudentS and Can 

be SCaled aS a repliCable SOlution aCroSS more SChoolS. 

 
Project Coordinators - Darshan M S, Ranjith Kumar, Centre for Public Policy, IIM Bangalore 



Strengthening Digital Education through Technology 
Partnerships 

 

 

 
To enhanCe aCCeSS to quality eduCation at the village level, the Centre haS partnered with 

Gumbi, an eduCation teChnology COmpany, to deliver tele-eduCation ClaSSeS to StudentS 

in Karnataka PubliC SChool, Nonavinakere (Tiptur Taluk). 

 
Gumbi iS a longtime partner of the Centre, alSO being one of the key COllaboratorS in 

the Centre’S award-winning Satellite & AdvanCed Multimedia InteraCtive EduCation 

(SAMIE) ProjeCt piloted with the Government of Karnataka. 

 
The SChool haS been equipped with COmputerS, projeCtorS, and other neCeSSary 

teChnology to faCilitate regular online ClaSSeS. TeaCherS baSed in Bangalore COnduCt 

SeSSionS uSing animated COntent, Currently COvering SCienCe, MathematiCS, and 

Spoken EngliSh. 

 
ReCOgniSing the underutilization of available COmputer infraStruCture in many rural 

SChoolS and COllegeS, the Centre’S effortS have foCuSed on building the teChnologiCal 

CapabilitieS Of Staff and StudentS. Gumbi haS COnduCted a baSiC COmputer training 

COurSe for 8th and 9th-Standard StudentS at KPS Nonavinakere, benefitting 25 

StudentS between April and September 2022. 

 
StudentS who COmpleted thiS COurSe undertook an objeCtive teSt in DeCember 2022, 

and SuCCeSSful partiCipantS will SOOn reCeive CertificateS from Gumbi. EnCOuraged by 

the poSitive reSponSe, the program haS now been extended to Six SChoolS, inCluding 



praCtiCal lab SeSSionS, with planS for further SCaling. Many SChoolS poSSeSS deSktop 

COmputerS that are rarely uSed or are not funCtional. 

 
To addreSS thiS, the Centre haS initiated a drive to enCOurage COmpanieS to donate 

uSed laptopS, whiCh offer the added flexibility of mobility, reliability during power 

CutS, and better SeCurity. So far, ConSero Global haS donated 20 laptopS, whiCh have 

been diStributed among five SChoolS. TheSe reSOurCeS have greatly faCilitated both 

tele-eduCation and COmputer literaCy training. TheSe initiativeS COlleCtively aim to 

bridge the digital divide, enhanCe teaCher and Student proficienCy with teChnology, 

and improve eduCational outCOmeS in rural SChoolS. 

 
Project Coordinator - Darshan M S, Centre for Public Policy, IIM Bangalore 
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